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This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and 
listings, of claims in the application: 



lii sting q£ Clai-ms : 

Claim 1 (currently amended) : A method for preserving a 
corneal explant ex vi\ro, comprising incubating a corneal explant 
in a solution comprising a cgJinic^l corneal storage mediuia and an 
antisense oligonucleotide between 8 and 50 nucleotides in length 
that is targeted to intercellular adhesion molecule-1 (lCAM-1), 
and wherein said antisense oligonucleotide -th^ inhibits the 
expression of intercellular adhesion molecule-1 (ICAM-l) , and 
wherein inhibition of ICAM-1 expression results in preserving a 
corneal explant ex vivo. 

Claim 2 (original) : The method of claim 1, wherein said 
antisense oligonucleotide is SEQ ID MO: 22, 

Claim 3 (original): The method of claim 1, wherein said 



explant is a human explant - 

Claim 4 (previously pres 
corneal allograft rejection. 



ented) : A method of inhibiting 
comprising contacting a corneal 



allograft with a topical formulation comprising an antisense 
oligonucleotide between 8 and 50 nucleotides in length that is 
targeted to intercellular adhesion molecule-1 (ICAM-1), and 
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wherein said antisense oligonucleotide inhibits the expr^sssion of 
intercellular adhesion molecule^l (iCAM-1) , and wherein 
inhibition of ICAM-I expression results in corneal allograft 
rejection inhibition. 

Claim 5 (original) ; The method of claim 4, wherein said 
antisense oligonucleotide is SEQ ID NO; 22* 

Claim 6 (original): The method of claim 4, wherein the 
allograft is a human allograft. 

Claim 7 (original) : The method of claim 4, wherein the 
topical formulation is a solution. 

Claim 8 (previously presented) : A method for preserving a 
corneal explant ex vivo, comprising incubating a corneal explant 
in a solution comprising a corneal storage medium and an 
antisense oligonucleotide between 8 and 50 nucleotides in length 
that is targeted to extracellular adhesion molecule-1 (ELAM-1) 
or vascular cell adhesion molecule-1 (VCAM-1) , and wherein said 
antisense oligonucleotide inhibits the expression of 
extracellular adhesion molecule-1 (ELAM-l) or vascular cell 
adhesion molecule-1 (VCAM-1) , and wherein inhibition of ELAlM-l 
and VCZU^-l expression results in preserving a corneal explant ex 



VI vo. 
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Claim 9 (previously presented): The method 
wherein the explant is a human explant. 
Claims 10-12 (canceled) . 



PAGE m ' RCVD AT 3/1 5/2004 12:39:03 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1I3 * DNIS:8729306 * CSID:856 810 1454 * DURATION (min-ss):fl2-14 



